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Supervisor Mark Lesko
Town of Brookhaven
One Independence Hill

Farmingville, NY 11738

To Supervisor Mark Lesko,

We thank you for taking the time to meet with us and discussing a few of the current issues regarding recreational fishing within the Town of Brookhaven. Being that we have a strong and positive working relationship which was established in the past, we feel confident that we will be able to come up with fair solutions together. 
The first matter is what is going on at Shoreham Beach. Last year the gates were unlocked from 5am – 9pm daily. This year the Beach was only open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from July 4th weekend through September 6th. This equates to the beach only being open for 10 weekends out of the entire summer season. The prime fishing season starts in the spring and runs all of the way through the late fall. 
We understand there may be financial reasons for the limited time the beach is staffed and open for bathers, however we would like to request the beach be readily accessible for fisherman all season long. We would like to see some sort of a key or lock system established for the beach so anglers can feasibly access the location. New York State does this on a much larger scale and Suffolk County does as well at Cordwood landing in Miller Place. We believe this will work very well in the Town of Brookhaven. We would also like to see the same system installed at West Meadow Beach as well. As per Town Code 71-2 “nothing herein contained shall be deemed to prevent any resident of the Town of Brookhaven from using any town park or waters for ordinary bathing, boating, fishing or other public recreational purposes”. 
The 2d matter is what is currently going on with the Fishing Advisory Board. The Parks Commissioner Ed Morris had offered and committed to the board that certain improvements will be made. The advisory board was told by Parks Commissioner Morris that several of these improvements would be made immediately back in January of 2010. To the best of our knowledge not a single improvement has been made. The immediate improvements that were offered and to be made were as follows. Between 4 & 8 additional parking spaces for recreational anglers were to be added to Hallock Landing, Hagerman Landing, Landing Road, Woodhull and West Meadow Beach. Commissioner Morris also informed us that the gate at Cedar Beach would not be kept locked anymore. The advisory board was told by the Commissioner that he would contact Code Enforcement and inform them to leave the gate open. As you will read in the attached document Commissioner Morris has been telling the Town Public Safety Commissioner Anthony Gallino the exact opposite and to lock the gates at dusk. Other improvements were also supposed to be made quite some time ago such as adding Slattery Landing back on to the night fishing permit, removing the “No Parking” signs which are in front of the entrance to the Rocky Point Cliffs nature Preserve. Other improvements have been offered such as a non resident night fishing permit, however the offers mentioned thus far are some of the most important offers. It is very unfortunate that there have been so many offers of improvements made by Parks Commissioner Morris and 9 months later none of them seem to have been completed. 
The 3rd issue is that Friendship Drive in Rocky Point is a right-of-way and it is being blocked by a fence. This fence is blocking the general public’s access to use the beach for recreational purposes such as recreational fishing. This right-of-way has been acknowledged by the Town as recently as May 12th 2009. Attached is a copy of resolution # 2009-440 for district #2 proving the acknowledgement of the right-of-way. We would like to know who actually owns this fence. Is it owned by the Town of Brookhaven or the North Shore Beach Property Owner Association? This right-of-way also runs through a parking lot that is chained off there. We would like to request that this fence be removed as soon as possible and for a staircase be installed over the Gabions. 

The 4th issue is that we strongly suspect that there happens to be a public right-of-way located at Broadway Avenue in Rocky Point. This beach is being blocked by a fence that we believe does not comply with Town Code. This fence also happens to be a safety hazard. To the best of our knowledge this fence has was erected over a town drainage easement. We are currently in the process of researching whether or not Broadway Avenue is a public right-of-way. There is proven historical usage of this beach by the general public for recreational purposes such as sun bathing and recreational fishing. This beach that some call either Broadway Beach or North Shore Beach was formerly a Town Beach named Sandy Hollow. Please see the attached photo of a Rand McNally map showing the Town Beach. This map is currently being posted in the United States Coast Guard Stations building located on Rte 112 in Port Jefferson NY. We would like to request that this fence be taken down as soon as possible as well. 
Once again thank you in advance for your time, consideration and all of your support regarding these issues. We look forward to expedient and fair resolutions regarding these matters. 

Sincerely,

Tom Farrell

Vice President – New York Coalition for Recreational Fishing Inc. 

weakfishin@yahoo.com
631-840-7199
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