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To:  Leslie G. Leach
       Deputy Secretary for Appointments 
       Appointment Office 
       State Capitol , Albany, New York ,12224


Dear Leslie, 

The New York Coalition for Recreational Fishing is writing to express our concern about the Governor’s appointee to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. The Governor’s appointee has consistently dismissed recent data showing the east coast Striped Bass population has declined by ~26%, that the Chesapeake stock is threatened by a serious infectious disease, and that the poaching level on primarily small fish in the inner cities of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York and Boston is out of control and threatens the population. Furthermore, poor recruitment in all spawning estuaries has not produced a sufficient number of new fish to overcome the negative effects of the factors mention supra. 

Many of us who are old enough have seen this drama unfold before when many concerned citizens asked for a larger size limit and other harvest restrictions, and yet they were denied. We were told the “fish were swimming somewhere else”, or “there are plenty of fish but their migration patterns have changed because of changes in bait distributions”. All of this “wisdom” proved foolish when the Striped Bass population collapsed in the late 1970’s and 1980’s. Wise men warned us; “those who do not learn from the lessons of history are doomed to repeat them”. Why, we ask, are we expanding harvests at a time of poor recruitment and declining stocks? Have we not learned from lessons of prior decades? Why are we compromising one of the best fisheries management comebacks in history because misguided people believe more harvest means better economic benefit? Even if we believe there is short term economic gain, which do we believe to be true, history teaches us that long term economic benefit involves conservation and wise management. 

We’ve had many conversations with the Governor’s appointee and he turned a deaf ear each time. Most recently he introduced a motion to expand the commercial harvest of Striped Bass over our objections. 
The most recent example proving the Governors appointee chooses to continue to ignore the plight of recreational anglers is the vote he casted in favor of increasing the coast wide commercial harvest of Striped Bass. It has become quite evident that he will not entertain the best interests of the recreational anglers in New York nor the species of Striped Bass. Additionally the Governors appointee has never addressed the concerns of those against the increase for the commercial harvest of Striped Bass. Please see diagram of public (comment) input below. 
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comment Starus Quo__Tncrease Other
Tiearings 3 107 Reduce rec creellmitto 1 slot limit, open West End & distibute tags carler
Individual Letter 36 7 in year, gamefish: no rec-com exchange; reduce quota
s FomlLeterl 2 0 Need reduction in total mortaity, and should come from the com sector
S Fomletter 50 0
% FomlLetter3 587 0 Management should move toward a more conservative approach
Z FomLetterNY 25 0 Management should consider reducing commercial and recreational mortality
Subtotal 760 7

Percent__ 97.8% 229






We respectfully request that the Governor’s appointee be replaced with someone who better represents recreational anglers and who is interested in a dialogue with the people he or she represents. 

Sincerely, 



Thomas J. Farrell 
Vice President – New York Coalition for Recreational Fishing Inc.
Cc: Andrew M. Cuomo, Mack Marten, Ned Sullivan, Dan Tishman, Assemblyman Robert K. Sweeney, Assemblyman Joseph S. Saladino, Assemblyman Harvey Weisenberg, Senator Owen H. Johnson, Senator Carl L. Marcellino, Senator Antoine M. Thompson
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