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March 2010
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Mr. Jack Travelstead, Chair 
Management Board
1444 Eye Street, NW, 6th fl. 
Washington, DC 20005
 
Dear Mr. Travelstead,
 
The New York Coalition for Recreational fishing Inc. is writing to you with regard to the ASMFC’s Striped Bass management Board direction to the staff to draft an addendum to the management plan that would increase the coastal commercial harvest. We agree with the CCA that this move is both unexpected and unwarranted. We believe, given a variety of troubling facts, that this is a time when we should be considering conservation of both Striped Bass and their food supply in the Chesapeake Bay, not increasing mortality. The following are our reasons for opposing an increase in the commercial harvest. 
 
1.       Mycobacteriosis: According to reports 70% of Chesapeake Striped Bass are infected, and given that at this point we believe the disease to be generally fatal. Allocating more Stripers to harvest is ill advised. Further, some Scientists have asserted that the sudden rise of the disease coincides with lower weights and slower growth. Coinciding with slower growth, scientists have suggested that the large harvests of “Peanut” Bunker in the Chesapeake Bay may be weakening the immune system of Striped Bass due to an inadequate food supply and the resulting stress on their physiology. 
 
2.       Poaching: Many anglers, Scientists and managers have been indicating for decades at hearings and in writing that poaching has been underestimated. It now seems that even some ASFMC personnel have begun to allude to the “significant and unreported” poaching in the Exclusive Economic Zone. In addition, extensive poaching on small fish continues in places like Baltimore Harbor, the lower Hudson River and Boston Harbor. We believe that mortality estimates indicated in the management plan are underestimated and that poaching should be given more serious consideration when determining overall mortality.
 
3.       Juvenile Abundance Index: The young of the year index in the two biggest stocks (Chesapeake and Hudson) has clearly been erratic and declining since 2004. Given all the problems Striped Bass are facing that are and can reduce the East Coast population, it seems odd, illogical and contrary to sound scientific practice to increase the harvest when recruitment has declined sharply . As a case on point, consider recent poor recruitment in the Hudson Stock. Other than the 2007-year class, recruitment has been poor for that stock as well. Comparative recreational catch indicates that the 2007-year class that was reported to be so large has not materialized. If the 2007-year class is in reality as large as has been reported, very small fish should have dominated catches among estuarine anglers in the Western Sound and the lower Hudson system during 2009. Further, given the possibility that the estimates of the index for both the Chesapeake and the Hudson stocks in recent decades has been unreliable, we are forced to believe that over all recruitment has been over estimated. 
 
4.       Member Observations: We have several members who are educated, trained, degreed, research scientists who keep careful records of fish caught, catch per unit effort, locations and size distributions. These anglers fish from the beach, boats, offshore, in the estuaries and from Montauk to Virginia. Although commonly dismissed as “anecdotal” by bureaucrats, these detailed records kept by trained people and kept over several decades should not be dismissed out of hand and may indicate a trend that some of those in management fail to recognize. In all cases, these members produce graphs and charts with declining catches and a decrease in the catch per unit effort. 
 
5.       Uncertainty: Because of the factors there is great uncertainty about the future of Striped Bass. It is not sound science or sound management to increase harvests during periods of uncertainty. In fact, the success of Striped Bass has been, in part, a result of stated willingness and necessity to adjust harvests based upon the health of the stocks. Many of our angler members have lived through the debacle of the late 70’s and 80’s, and we do not want to see that happen again. In fact, this management plan has been a model for successful management and should not become the instrument for another decline. In our eyes, that would be unforgivable. 
 
6.       Economic Considerations: We urge you to consider this information carefully as the management of Striped Bass moves forward. An abundant and healthy east coast population of Striped Bass is crucial to many local economies along the coast. As the Stripers recovered in the 90’s, vast fleets of light tackle and traditional charter boats sprung up due to the demand among recreational anglers to enjoy the revived sport. Bait and tackle stores also flourished, as did general tackle sales, boat and motor sales, tourism, clothing sales and a host of other economic expansions followed suit. The dollar and recreational value of a large population of Striped Bass on the East Coast to these economies should not be overlooked; especially in light of domestic and global economic difficulties. 
 
Sincerely,
 
William A. Young
President – New York Coalition for Recreational Fishing Inc. 
